
CODE REVIEW

Worcester, MA
August 27, 2021

Reviewed to Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Building Code 780 CMR (Ninth Edition - This is
the Massachusetts Amendments to the IBC 2018), International Building Code (IBC) 2018,

International Existing Building Code (IEBC) 2015, 1/9/09, International Energy Conservation Code

(IECC) 2015, NFPA 101-1994, Architectural Access Board 521 CMR, 1/27/06; Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) - 1990, Commonwealth of Massachusetts Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code 248

CMR. MA Electrical Code 527 CMR 12.00 with amendments to the NEC-70 (2017). MA
Comprehensive Fire Safety Code 527 CMR 1.00 with amendments to NFPA-1 (2015).

Summary: The project is 4 attached two and one half story, three bedroom residential town houses to be built
on a single lot, all with garages at grade level, living spaces on the two upper levels. All are wood

framed and set back from the lot lines according to the zoning code regulations. (See engineered
site plan by others included.) The building is to be sprinklered.

GENERAL BUILDING REQUIREMENTS - INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE (IBC)

IBC-304 Building use group: Residential R-2, Apartment houses of more than two dwelling units.

IBC-406.3.4 Garages under habitable rooms are to be separated using 5/8” Type X gypsum board attached to
the underside of the structure and door openings connecting to the habitable spaces are to have a
20 minute rating and are self-closing and self-latching.

IBC-420.2 Rated separation walls are required between sleeping units in the same building.

IBC-503 Construction Type V-B - The proposed building is 3 levels at approximately 2236 SF. It is to be

constructed of wood frame with gypsum wall board on a grade level concrete slab and foundation

walls. The building meets the requirements of Tables 504,3 and 504.4 which allows 3 stories and 60

feet above grade plane. The construction type meets the requirements of Table 506.2 which allows

a sprinklered area of 21,000 SF.

Fire Resistance Rating Requirements for Building Elements. Construction Type V-B

IBC-Tbl. 601 Building Element:
Structural Frame (Incl. columns, girders, trusses) 0 hrs
Bearing Walls 0 hrs
Non Bearing Interior Walls. 0 hrs
Floor (Incl. beams & joists) 0 hrs
Roof (Inc. beams & joists) 0  hrs

IBC-Tbl. 602 Exterior Walls (Use Group R-2)
<5' 1 hr
≥5' <  10' 1 hr
≥10' <  30' 1 hr
≥30' 0 hrs

Fire and Smoke Protection Features

IBC-707.2.3 Combustible projections from the building must be more than 5 feet from fire resistive construction.

IBC-708.1 Fire partitions are required between tenant spaces in R-2 occupancies.

IBC-708.3 Fire partitions shall have a rating of not less than 1 hour.

IBC-708.4 Fire partitions shall extend from the top of the foundation or floor to the underside of the roof
sheathing.

Egress Requirements

IBC-1010.1.1 Doors must be 32” in clear width.

IBC-1010.1.2 Doors must swing in the direction of egress if serving over an occupancy of 50 persons or more.

IBC-1011.2 Width of stairways shall not be less than 36” for occupancies of less than 50 persons.

IBC-1011.5.2 R-2 occupancies are to have stairs with not greater than 7 ¾” risers and not less than 10” treads.

IBC-1011.11 Handrails need only be provided on one side of stair in residential occupancies. Provide handrails at
34” above stair nosings.

IBC-1015 Guards in R-2 occupancies are to be not less than 36” high from walking surface.

IBC-1030 Emergency escape and rescue provisions are required from R-2 occupancies. Opening are to have
a clear opening of 5.7 sq ft with a minimum width of 20” and minimum height of 24” with bottom

below 44” from the floor. Opening should have access directly to a public way

Structural

IBC 1601 (Not Reviewed by this Report)

Reviewed by:

Robert Livermore III, RA - MA Arch 4330
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(SEE DETAIL 2/A2-1 FOR FIRE SEPARATION WALL) 
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5. COORDINATE BUILDING 
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6. FOR EXTERIOR STEPS AND RAILING
DETAILS SEE SHEET S1-1.

7. DO NOT SCALE THIS SHEET SEE
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PLAN DIMENSIONS.
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